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Minor Officials Guide to Field Lacrosse 

How to fill out Scoresheet – CLICK THIS LINK FOR A DEMONSTRATION  

The Minor Officials for Men’s Field Lacrosse are made up of the following individuals: 

1. Game Timekeeper (GT) – Usually the Field Day Manager (Central Time Keeper for all fields). 

2. Penalty Timekeeper (PT)  

3. Official Scorer 

General Information on all Minor Officials 

1. Minor officials are under the supervision of referees, who are the final authority. 

2. Minor officials should report to the Scorer’s Bench 15 minutes before the game. 

3. Report any difficulties immediately to the referees. 

4. Maintain your impartiality, definitely avoid cheering. 

When Penalty timekeeper, or scorer becomes aware that a mistake is being made which would result in a player or 

team being penalized, he/she shall promptly correct the mistake by reporting it to the Referee or Chief Bench Official. 

(CBO). 

The Penalty Timekeeper (PT)  

The Penalty Timekeeper(s) shall be responsible for timing any penalties imposed by the referees.  

The Penalty Timekeeper(s) shall audibly count down the penalty time to the player concerned and to any substitute 

who may be about to go onto the field in place of the penalized player, as follows: “30 seconds, 15 seconds, 10, 9, 

8...3, 2, 1, Release.”  

The Penalty Timekeeper(s) shall immediately get the attention of the CBO or nearest official if the penalized player or 

his substitute enters the field of play prior to the expiration of penalty time. If the player asks if they can go on the 

field, the response shall be “Ask your coach.”  

Duties of the Penalty Timekeeper(s)  

1. Control of the penalty clock(s) and time any penalties imposed by the referees.  

2. Start the penalty time when the penalized player enters the penalty area, or when play starts, whichever is later.  

3. Stop the penalty time clock during time-outs and between periods.  

4. Countdown the penalty time to the penalized players, or their substitutes.  

5. The penalized player is allowed to move up to the sideline for the last 5 seconds of his time. If another player is 

substituting for the penalized player, then the substitute goes to the sideline for the last 5 seconds, and the penalized 

player remains in the penalty area until the penalty time expires.  

http://www.pcfll.bc.ca/docs/fieldlax_scoresheet_demo/index.html
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6. Penalized players may leave the penalty area during time-outs and between periods, and must return to the 

penalty area when play resumes.  

7. Time multiple penalties in the order they occur, as indicated by the referee (e.g. if a player is assessed a technical 

penalty followed by a personal penalty, the technical penalty is served first).  

i. If a penalized player stands up, or leaves the penalty area, while penalty time is running, the penalty clock 

is stopped until he sits back down or re-enters the penalty area. Players should be advised if this occurs.  

ii. Inform the player when he may leave the penalty area (upon expiration of penalty time or when time is 

cancelled).  

Penalty times are as follows:  

Technical penalty 30 seconds  

Personal penalty 1, 2 or 3 minutes  

Expulsion penalty 3 minutes  

All technical penalties being served by a team are cancelled upon a goal being scored on that team.  

Pre-game Duties  

1. Arrive at the bench at least 15 minutes prior to the start of the game.  

2. Ensure there are at least two time pieces that record time in seconds and are working properly.  

3. Ensure each side of the Scorer’s bench has an area for serving penalties. Each side should contain 2 chairs to be 

used by penalized players only. 

Duties during the Game  

1. Players receiving 5 personal penalties in a game are automatically fouled out for the remainder of the game. The 

referee is immediately informed if a player receives his fifth personal foul.  

2. All technical penalties are cancelled against a team that is scored upon. Personal penalties must be served in their 

entirety by the player that committed the foul.  

3. Players entering the field prior to the penalty time expiring, whether due to the player or due to an error by the 

Penalty Timekeeper, must be reported to the referee immediately.  

Post-game Duties  

1. Sign the official game sheet as the Penalty Timekeeper.  

Points of Emphasis • Do not let players or coaches influence your decision as to when players are allowed to re-enter 

the game. Any confusion as to length of penalty to be served should be cleared up through the referee. 
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The Official Scorer (OS)  

The Official Scorer shall use the game report to record each goal scored, the scoring player’s number, the number of 

any player (if any) being credited with an assist, the penalties, the number of the penalized player(s), the type of 

penalty assessed, the length of time assessed for each penalty, and the time the penalty began and ended.  

The OS shall ensure that all necessary signatures and information are on the game report, and then forward the 

game report to the appropriate person.  

Duties of the Official Scorer  

1. Arrive 30 minutes prior to the start of the game.  

2. Ensure that the Scorer’s bench is in proper order and that all necessary materials to scoring the game are on hand 

and in good working condition.  

3. Ensure that the line-up of each team, including the name and number of the captains as well as the in-home 

(player designated by team to serve penalties) and the Nominated Defender (player designated to serve penalties 

administered to the goalkeeper) are on the game report. This information must be verified and signed by the 

respective team officials in the proper place on the game report.  

4. Report to the referee any difficulties in obtaining the line-up of the teams.  

5. Submit the completed line-up of the competing teams to the referee prior to the start of the game. The OS should 

draw to the attention of the referee any information which may not comply with the rules.  

6. Enter into the game report a correct record of the goals scored, by whom, and to whom assists, if any, are to be 

credited.  

7. Where a public address system is being used, announce, or cause to be announced, immediately following the 

scoring of each goal, the name of the player who scored the goal and the name of the player who received an assist 

as reported by the referee.  

8. Enter on the game report a correct record of all penalties assessed, stating the number of all penalized players, 

the infraction, the type of penalty, and the time at which the penalty began and ended.  

9. Inform the referee when a player receives, in a game, their fifth personal foul penalty.  

10. At the conclusion of the game, complete all information including summaries of penalties, goals and assists as 

provided for on the game report. Acquire all necessary Minor Officials’ signatures and submit the official game report 

to the referees for their signature.  
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11. Distribute copies of the game report to the visiting team and the home team and send the original of the game 

report to the governing body (or follow the procedure of the association or league).  

Pre-game Duties  

1.  Be at the field at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the game.  

2.  Ensure the timing and bench area is in proper order.  

3.  Ensure the following items are available:  

• 2 ballpoint pens;  

• 1 pencil  

 • 1 small pad for making notes; and  

• A supply of game balls.  

4. Fill out the general information on the game report, always printing, using a ballpoint pen. Give the game report to 

the visiting team first, and then the home team and have them fill in the roster and sign appropriately.  

5. Review the roster for noticeable omissions or errors and bring to the attention of the referee any problems. Ensure 

that goalkeepers and sub-goalkeepers, captains and assistant captains, and in-homes are properly identified on the 

game report.  

6. Deliver the game report to the referees for approval before the game.  

Duties during the Game  

1. Record in the appropriate location the time the game begins.  

2. Record all goals completely and accurately as signalled and reported by the referees.  

3. Announce, or have announced, on the public address system, all goals, assists, penalties, and the reason for any 

disallowed goals.  

4. Record all penalties completely and accurately as signalled and reported by the referees.  

5. Keep a pad handy to record information such as multiple penalties, altercations or bench-clearing problems.  

6. Indicate the completion of each period with a heavy solid line under the last entry in each of the goals and penalty 

sections for both teams.  

7. Record all team time-outs in the appropriate location.  

8. Where applicable, enter the score at the end of each period in the “scoring totals” section.  

9. Inform the referees when a player receives, in a game, their fifth personal foul penalty.  
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10. Watch for the referees needing lacrosse balls, and have replacements ready to give to the officials as they are 

needed.  

Post-game Duties (see Field Lacrosse Game Report)  

1. Note in the proper location the time the game was completed (see 1).  

2. Ensure the game report is properly completed. Indicate the total of all goals scored for each team in the 

appropriate box in the game summary area, or indicate the final goal total for the respective team in large numbers, 

which are circled in the unused portion of each goal recording area (see 2).  

3. Void all unused rows in each of the sections for recording goals and penalties with diagonal slash marks through 

the unused areas (see 3).  

4. Ensure you and the other Minor Officials have all signed the game report (see 4).  

5. Take the game report to the referees and have them check and sign it (see 5).  

6. Distribute copies of the game report to the visiting and home teams and forward the original to the governing body 

(or follow the procedures for the association or for the league).  

Points of Emphasis  

• Print the information clearly using a ballpoint pen, firmly pressing so that multiple copies will be legible. Do not use a 

felt pen.  

• Do not fill in information before it has been reported by the referee.  

• Be careful to enter information in the correct team area. Putting it in the wrong area may cause confusion during or 

after the game.  

• Be sure to record penalties in the order they were assessed, as reported by the referee.  

• Be sure to record each penalty individually (e.g. two one-minute slash penalties to the same player should not be 

recorded as a single two-minute penalty). 

• Only count ‘personal’ fouls when counting for the purpose of ‘fouling out’, or for statistics. 
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